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BA-G/1 FRIENDS OF BATH ABBEY 
The Friends of Bath Abbey was founded in 1948.  It describes its work as 
follows: The Friends of Bath Abbey has been in existence for over 60 
years. Our members are of various backgrounds, different ages and come 
from far and wide but share the same interest and aim. We wish to help 
preserve, care for and add to the Abbey’s magnificent architecture and 
history in order to ensure future generations can derive great pleasure 
and enjoyment from it, as we do. 
There is a great sense of friendship and fellowship among our members 
and we host a varied programme of events and activities throughout the 
year. We are delighted to be able to provide a permanent link for those 
who would like to stay in touch with the life of this church but who 
perhaps do not use the Abbey as their regular place of worship. 
Working with the PCC (Parochial Church Council – the body with ultimate 
responsibility and control), we seek to ensure our contributions are 
useful, beautiful and long-lasting. While we tend not to be involved with 
routine maintenance, the Friends often play a major role in restoration 
work and refurbishment. These range from practical improvements, such 
as supplying new signage or cleaning the East front, to more extensive 
projects, including installing new Quire Screens and refurbishing the 
Sanctuary and Norman Chapels. 
The Friends' Executive Committee is elected at our Annual General 
Meeting at the end of January each year. It consists of up to 22 members 
including representatives from the PCC (Parochial Church Council), the 
Charter Trustees of Bath and the Bath Deanery Chapter in addition to the 
nine elected Friends, each of whom stand for three years. The other 
members are the Rector as President, the Chairman who is appointed by 
the Rector, the Secretary, Membership Secretary and Treasurer who are 
appointed by the Committee. It meets five times a year to plan new 
projects and consider forthcoming events.' (www.bathabbey.org/friends) 
1 box 
 

1948-2013 

BA-G/1/A Governance 
10 files 
 

 

BA-G/1/A/1 Friends of Bath Abbey: Minutes of the Executive Committee and Annual 
General Meeting 
4 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/1/A/1/1 
1998/1 

Minute book. 
1 volume 
 

24 Jan 1948-
29 Jun 1962 

BA-G/1/A/1/2 
1998/1 

Minute book. 
1 volume 
 

15 May 1963 - 
7 Sep 1983 

BA-G/1/A/1/3 
2004/39 

Minute book. 
1 volume 
 

 8 Feb 1984 - 
10 May 1999 

BA-G/1/A/1/4 
2004/39 

Minute book. 
1 volume 

22 Oct 1985 - 
8 Nov 1991 
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BA-G/1/A/2 Leaflet and notice 
2 items 
 

 

BA-G/1/A/2/1 
1999/6/6 

Friends of Bath Abbey: notice of Annual General Meeting. 
Pamphlet giving notice of the first Annual General Meeting of the Friends 
on 29 June 1949, with a list of members and statement of accounts. 
1 item 
 

24 Jun 1949 

BA-G/1/A/2/2 
1999/6/7 

Friends of Bath Abbey: leaflet. 
Leaflet appealing for donations towards the sum of £80,000 for repairs to 
the Abbey's roof timbers, organ, windows, and stonework. 
1 item 
 

nd [1949] 

BA-G/1/A/3 Constitution 
2 files 
 

 

BA-G/1/A/3/1 
1999/6/18 

Constitution. 
Second draft constitution of the Friends of Bath Abbey 
1 item 
 

nd [c.1949] 

BA-G/1/A/3/2 
2004/39 

Constitution. 
7 copies of the constitution of the Friends of Bath Abbey. 
1 file 
 

nd [c.1949] 

BA-G/1/A/4 Friends of Bath Abbey Annual Reports 
2 files 
 

 

BA-G/1/A/4/1 
2004/39 

File of Annual Reports. 
Friends of Bath Abbey Annual Reports 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 
1974. Copy watercolour of the West Front of Bath Abbey, signed AH 
Findley [Albert Henry Findley], nd [early twentieth century].  Photocopies 
of Sir Thomas Jackson's 1899 West Front report and Mottistone and 
Paget's 1948 West Front report. 
1 file 
 

1969-1974 

BA-G/1/A/4/2 
2003/14 

Bundle of Annual Reports. 
1998 (2 copies) 
2002 (1 copy) 
2003 (2 copies) 
2004 (3 copies) 
2005 (2 copies) 
2006 (3 copies) 
2007 (3 copies) 
2008 (3 copies) 
2009 (2 copies) 
2011 (3 copies) 
2012 (3 copies) 
2013 (2 copies) 
2014 (1 copy) 
1 bundle 

1998-2014 
(gaps) 
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BA-G/1/B Financial records 
27 filesvolumes 
 

 

BA-G/1/B/1 Ledgers: receipts 
6 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/1/B/1/1 
1998/01 

Ledger: receipts and payments. 
1 volume 
 

1961-1972 

BA-G/1/B/1/2 
1998/01 

Ledger: receipts. 
1 volume 
 

Jul 1971-Jun 
1976 

BA-G/1/B/1/3 
1998/01 

Ledger: receipts. 
1 volume 
 

Jul 1976-Jun 
1980 

BA-G/1/B/1/4 
1998/01 

Ledger: receipts. 
1 volume 
 

Jul 1980-Jun 
1985 

BA-G/1/B/1/5 
2011/04 

Ledger: receipts. 
1 volume 
 

Mar 1990-Apr 
1998 

BA-G/1/B/1/6 
2011/04 

Ledger: receipts. 
1 volume 
 

Apr 1998-May 
1999 

BA-G/1/B/2 Ledgers: payments 
1 volume 
 

 

BA-G/1/B/2/1 
2011/04 

Ledger: payments. 
1 volume 
 

Jul 1993-Jun 
1999 

BA-G/1/B/3 Financial statements 
10 files 
 

 

BA-G/1/B/3/1 
2011/04 

Financial statements. 
For year ending 30 June 1996 - year ending 30 June 2005. 
10 files 
 

1996-2005 

BA-G/1/C Publicity 
3 items 
 

 

BA-G/1/C/1 Leaflets and programmes 
3 items 
 

 

BA-G/1/C/1/1 
2002/26 

Leaflet about the Friends of Bath Abbey. 
Leaflet, with circular letter from Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the 
Friends, to Abbey Members, asking them to join the Friends or pass the 
leaflet to someone who might like to join. 
1 item 
 

Jun 2001 

BA-G/1/C/1/2 Programmes. 2006 
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2009/04 Leaflet advertising the Summer Programme, 2006 (2 copies) 
2 items 
 

BA-G/1/D Project files 
Arranged in chronological order. 
18 files 
 

 

BA-G/1/D/1 
2000/05 

Accounts for the estate of Victor William Hall. 
Victor Hall left a bequest to the Friends of Bath Abbey. 
1 item 
 

1995 

BA-G/1/D/2 
2000/05 

Correspondence concerning alterations to the choir stalls. 
File of papers belonging to Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends of 
Bath Abbey.  Plans, reports, schedules, and tender documents relating to 
discussions about the design and cost of choir screens and choir stalls.  
Includes reports by Peter King, Alan Hardiman, Michael Barron, and Alan 
Rome. 
1 file 
 

1996-1997 

BA-G/1/D/3 
2000/05 

Correspondence concerning the design of the Alphege Chapel. 
Paper by Richard Askew, Rector, Bath Abbey proposing to create a new 
side chapel, nd; Paper describing the work of the Sarum Group [of 
embroiderers], a brief biography of their Chairman, Jane Lemon, and a 
summary of her ideas about the design for the new chapel.  Sketches by 
Alan Rome, Abbey Architect, of the existing and proposed North Quire, 
11 September 1995.  Plan of the Sanctuary, 8 January 1997.  Handwritten 
notes describing how to clean windows and stonework, illustrated with 
rough sketches. 
1 file 
 

nd [1990s] 

BA-G/1/D/4 
2004/01 

Architect's drawing of alterations to Bath Abbey's Norman Chapel. 
Drawing by the Sarum Partnership entitled 'Proposed enclosure to rear of 
screen'. 
1 item 
 

Sep 1998 

BA-G/1/D/5 
2004/01 

Letter from Alan Rome to Mark Rutherford about flagpoles and bell 
towers. 
Letter from Alan Rome to Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends of 
Bath Abbey, 9 June 1997.  Alan Rome has been invited to give a lecture to 
the Friends, but is away on the date proposed.  He encloses a copy of a 
letter to Michael Phelp advising against putting a flagpole on the Abbey 
tower, 18 November 1996, and encloses a photocopy of a page from the 
Tower and Bells handbook about the best way to construct a tower for 
bells. 
1 file 
 

9 Jun 1997 

BA-G/1/D/6 
2004/01 

File about Laurence Tindall's statue, 'The Resurrection of Christ'. 
Order of service for the dedication of the statue, 2000.  Leaflet entitled 
'Watch the Resurrection of Christ carved in stone', nd.  Note from 
Laurence Tindall to Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends of Bath 
Abbey, written on a card illustrated with a photograph of the statue, nd; 

1997-2000 
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Cutting from 'The Bath Chronicle' illustrated with a photograph of 
Laurence Tindall pictured with a miniature initial design for the statue, 22 
September 1998.  Montage grid of colour photographs taken during the 
carving.  Photocopies of correspondence between Laurence Tindall and 
Mark Rutherford, December 1997-January 1998, discussing designs and 
cost, with sketches of proposed designs. 
1 file 
 

BA-G/1/D/7 
2004/01 

Order of service for the dedication of the Gethsemane Chapel. 
1 item 
 

3 Oct 1999 

BA-G/1/D/8 
2004/01 

File about the Rauzzini memorial tablet. 
Letter from David Falconer to Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends 
of Bath Abbey, 17 May 2000, about the possible re-siting of the Rauzzini 
memorial, enclosing photocopies of two biographies of Rauzzini, one by 
Eric Lanning, 10 February 1995, and one by David Falconer, April 1989. 
1 file 
 

17 May 2000 

BA-G/1/D/9 
2004/33 

File about a dove statue, which was not commissioned. 
Correspondence between Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends of 
Bath Abbey, and Andrew Rutherford, Secretary of the Friends and others, 
concerning the Friends' offer to place a carving of a dove above the font 
in the south aisle.  The PCC decided to decline this offer.  Sketches and 
photographs of the proposed carving. 
1 file 
 

2000-2004 

BA-G/1/D/10 
2004/01 

Letter and photograph of a dedication ceremony. 
Letter to Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends, from Mary Udd, 26 
March 2001, thanking him for sending photographs of the dedication 
ceremony and for his help with the project.  Photograph of Mark 
Rutherford, with a member of the clergy, at the dedication ceremony. 
2 items 
 

2001 

BA-G/1/D/11 
2005/63 

Correspondence concerning Friends' letters in the Churchill Archive. 
Correspondence between Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends of 
Bath Abbey, and the Churchill Archives Trust, concerning the Trust's 
request to microfilm papers in the Churchill Archive whose copyright is 
owned by the Friends, July 2003.  Programme for a Friends' visit to 
Durham, Ripon, and York, 3-7 July 2004.  Invitation to a reception held to 
celebrate the publication of Kenneth Hylson-Smith's book 'Bath Abbey - A 
History'. 
1 file 
 

2003-2004 

BA-G/1/D/12 
2004/01 

Invitation to Bath Abbey's concert and 500th Birthday Party. 
Invitation to the Bath Abbey Congregation and Friends of Bath Abbey to a 
concert of readings and organ interludes entitled 'Books and Birthdays, 
Bath and Back', 1999.  Ticket to Bath Abbey's 500th Birthday Party, 23 
September 1999. 
1 file 
 

1999 

BA-G/1/D/13 Photograph of a Friends' visit to Nairn; notes and photograph of silver 2002 
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2003/32 tapers. 
Photo montage of a Friends of Bath Abbey visit to Nairn, 12-18 June 
2002.  Letter to Mrs J Lethbridge, Secretary of the Friends of Bath Abbey, 
from Alex Brogden, silversmith, 15 July 2002, about the design of silver 
tapers commissioned from him by the Abbey.  Photograph of two silver 
tapers taken in front of the altar of the Abbey,  nd [2002] in an envelope 
labelled 'Photo by Michael Phelp'. 
1 file 
 

BA-G/1/D/14 
2014/50 

Mark Rutherford's file about projects funded by the Friends. 
List of Abbey 2000 Lectures.  Letters to Mark Rutherford from the office 
of the Prince of Wales, 1997 and 1998 concerning the message from the 
Prince in the Friends of Bath Abbey Annual Report. Contract with Klais 
organ builders for a glockenspiel, 2007. 
1 file 
 

1997-2008 

BA-G/1/D/15 
2004/38 

Letters to Mark Rutherford about coats of arms. 
Letter to Mark Rutherford, Chairman of the Friends of Bath Abbey, from 
Roland Symons, 31 October 1996, suggesting that one of the blank 
shields in Bath Abbey should show Canon Askew's arms, enclosing a 
photograph of the coat of arms.  Letter to Mark Rutherford from David 
Falconer, 19 August 1996, about the change to the Abbey's arms made 
after the Reformation: '...in the later arms the keys and sword exchange 
diagonals and the field is blue...' 
2 items 
 

1996 

BA-G/1/D/16 
2003/32 

Photographs of the Patronal Festival. 
Four colour photographs of the Patronal Festival, 2002.  /1 Mark 
Rutherford; /2 Mark Rutherford and Nicola Sullivan, captioned 'Mark 
Rutherford and Nicola Sullivan before Nairn, 12 June 2002'; /3 Nicola 
Sullivan and others at an official dinner; /4 captioned 'Jill Lethbridge & 
Mark Rutherford before Nairn 12 June 2002'. 
4 items 
 

2002 

BA-G/1/D/17 
2004/01 

Papers concerning  the purchase of the chamber organ. 
Paper by Peter King entitled 'Dedication of the new Chamber Organ', 21 
November 1999; Quotation and Specification for the new organ from 
Kenneth Tickell and Company, Organ Designers and Builders, 11 October 
1998; letter from Kenneth Tickell to Peter King summarising their initial 
discussions about the specification for the new organ, with a drawing, 11 
October 1998. 
1 file 
 

1998-1999 

BA-G/1/D/18 
2006/06 

Papers about the purchase of a prayer candle stand. 
Correspondence between Mark Rutherford, Chairman, Friends of Bath 
Abbey and Michael Phelp, Chairman, Fabric Committee discussing the 
design of a prayer candle stand for the Gethsemane chapel, April-May 
2004.  Photocopies of designs by Antony Robinson, 2003 (5 drawings). 
1 file 
 

2003-2004 

BA-G/1/E Commemoration  
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1 bundle, 1volume 
 

BA-G/1/E/1 
none 

Commemorative Book. 
Bound in blue leather. The front cover is decorated with lettering 'Friends 
of Bath Abbey' in gold, and with two circular drawings of the Abbey coat 
of arms and of the West Front. Signed to commemorate events at the 
Abbey between 1950 and 1966. 
The first page is signed by Queen Mary, the first Friend of Bath Abbey, 
1950.   
The second page is signed by Winston Churchill. 
The next pages are signed by all the people involved in the Bath Abbey 
Ideal Home Sale, 11-12th October 1950. 
Other events commemorated in the book are the Abbey Market, 1950 
and the Bath Bach Festival. 
There is a page commemorating the visit of Haile Selassie on St Luke's 
Day, 1954, with his signature.  Yehudi Menuhin's signature is on the same 
page. 
A page commemorating the Thanksgiving Service for the completion of 
the Restoration, 23 March 1960, is signed by Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother. 
Bound by Cedric Chivers, Bath. 
1 volume 
 

1950-1966 

BA-G/1/E/2 
1999/11/1 

Commemorative pamphlets. 
Pamphlets presented by the Friends of Bath Abbey to the Queen Mother 
at the Thanksgiving service held to celebrate the completion of the Post-
War Restoration. 
1 bundle 
 

1960 

BA-G/2 BATH ABBEY MUSIC SOCIETY (BAMS) 
The Bath Abbey Music Society is a registered charity that supports the 
Abbey's music and musicians.  This includes fundraising, organising a 
programme of recitals and the annual Christmas concert, and arranging 
to produce recordings of concerts at the Abbey. 
The Society was originally known as the Bath Abbey Music Fellowship.   
Its name was changed to the Bath Abbey Music Society on 26 November 
1985.  
1 box 
 

1985-2010 

BA-G/2/A Minutes of the Executive Committee 
2 files 
Closed until 31/12/2029. 
 

 

BA-G/2/A/1 
2002/36 

File of minutes. 
1 file 
 

1986-1995 

BA-G/2/A/2 
2002/36 

File of minutes. 
1 file 
 

1998-1999 

BA-G/2/B 
2002/36 

'The Cornopean'/'The Bath Abbey Chorister' 
'The Cornopean' is a quarterly newsletter produced for members of the 
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Bath Abbey Music Society.  'The Cornopean' was renamed 'The Bath 
Abbey Chorister' in 2005. 
The Bath Abbey Chorister: 2005 (complete); 2006 Jan, Apr, Aug; 2007 
missing; 2008 Apr, Jun, Oct; 2009 Feb, Jun; 2010 Feb, Jun, Sept.; 2011, 
June 
1 file 
 

BA-G/2/B/1 
2014/56 

'The Cornopean': bundle of newsletters. 
1985-2000 complete; 2001 (volume 19 (iii)); 2002 missing; 2003 Jan, Mar, 
Jul (May missing); 2004 Jan, May, Jul (Mar missing).  
1 bundle 
 

1985-2004 
(gaps) 

BA-G/2/B/2 
2014/56 

'The Bath Abbey Chorister': bundle of newsletters. 
2005 (complete); 2006 Jan, Apr, Aug; 2007 missing; 2008 Apr, Jun, Oct; 
2009 Feb, Jun; 2010 Feb, Jun, Sept.; 2011, June 
1 bundle 
 

2005-2011 
(gaps) 

BA-G/2/B/3 
2002/36 

'The Cornopean': bundle of duplicates 
1 bundle 
 

1985-1996 
(gaps) 

BA-G/2/B/4 
2002/36 

'The Cornopean': bundle of duplicates 
1 bundle 
 

1997-1999 
(gaps) 

BA-G/2/C Officers' papers 
11 files 
 

 

BA-G/2/C/1 Papers of the Publicity Officer 
Concert programmes, notes, and correspondence collected by Ann 
Taylor, BAMS publicity officer. 
11 files 
 

 

BA-G/2/C/1/1 
2011/19 

Concert programmes: undated. 
1 file 
 

[1997-2001] 

BA-G/2/C/1/2 
2011/19 

Concert programmes: 1997. 
1 file 
 

1997 

BA-G/2/C/1/3 
2011/19 

Concert programmes: 1998. 
1 file 
 

1998 

BA-G/2/C/1/4 
2011/19 

Concert programmes: 1999. 
1 file 
 

1999 

BA-G/2/C/1/5 
2011/19 

Concert programmes: 2000. 
1 file 
 

2000 

BA-G/2/C/1/6 
2011/19 

Concert programmes: 2001. 
1 file 
 

2001 

BA-G/2/C/1/7 
2011/19 

Constitution. 
Two copies of the Bath Abbey Music Society Constitution. 

1990 
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1 file 
 

BA-G/2/C/1/8 
2011/19 

Correspondence. 
Subjects include recruiting stewards for concerts; a project to create a 
new memorial to Veneziano Rauzzini; ticket bookings; advertising 
concerts in the Bath local media; audience questionnaires; plans for an 
exhibition about the history of music at Bath Abbey, with an exhibition 
proposal by David Falconer; arranging the Abbey choristers' reunion. 
1 file 
 

1995-2000 

BA-G/2/C/1/9 
2011/19 

Financial papers. 
Budget, 1999-2000; Annual Accounts, 1996, 1998-1999; notes of publicity 
costs; seating plans of the Abbey showing ticket prices. 
1 file 
 

1996-2000 

BA-G/2/C/1/10 
2011/19 

Press cuttings. 
1 file 
 

[1999-2000] 

BA-G/2/C/1/11 
2011/19 

Lists of choir members and stewards. 
1 file 
 

June 2000 

BA-G/2/D Photographs 
1 item 
 

 

BA-G/2/D/1 
2001/05 

Photograph of the Bath Abbey Music Society Executive Committee. 
Taken inside Bath Abbey.  Eleanor Robertson (Concerts Manager); 
Desmond Nancollas (Membership Secretary); Neville Watson (Treasurer); 
Delyth Cardy (Catering Manager); Peter King (Artistic Director); Alec 
Ritchie (Chairman); Ann Taylor (Publicity Manager); Andrew Fletcher; 
David Falconer (Secretary); the Reverend Nicola Sullivan (Assistant Vicar). 
1 item 
 

Feb 2000 

BA-G/3 BATH ABBEY MOTHERS' UNION AND YOUNG WIVES' GROUP 
The Bath Abbey Mothers' Union was formed in 1943.  According to a 
history written by Mabel Evenden (BA-G3/D/2/1), it was formed at the 
suggestion of ladies from St James's Church, who joined the Abbey 
congregation after St James's was bombed in 1942. Mabel Evenden's 
history, covering the years 1943-1972, describes how the Mothers' Union 
was organised, and lists a varied programme of activities.  These included 
services, meetings, a quarterly Communion service, visits and speakers, a 
prayer group, and Christmas parties.  There were 57 members in 1946; 
this rose to 76 members in the 1950s. A Young Wives' Group was formed 
in 1951.  The Mothers' Union was led by the Rector's wife. 
The Bath Abbey Mothers' Union is still active today and describes itself as 
follows: 'The Bath Abbey Mothers’ Union (MU) is part of a worldwide 
Anglican-led organisation with more than 4 million members in over 80 
countries. We are a community of like-minded people inspired by Christ 
to bring a humanitarian response to the needs of families around us and 
overseas, to be specially concerned with all that strengthens and 
preserves marriage and Christian family life. We are not all mothers, or 
even all women! Established in 1943, the Bath Abbey branch continues to 

1940s-2000s 
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thrive with a busy programme of activities founded on a commitment to 
prayer, both individual and corporate. We take part in a mixture of 
prayers, talks, discussions and refreshments, and like all branches in the 
UK, regularly raise funds to support MU projects at home and overseas.' 
(www.bathabbey.org/worship/mothers-union) 
1 box 
 

BA-G/3/A Administration 
3 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/A/1 Minutes of Committee meetings and Annual General Meetings 
3 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/A/1/1 
2011/24 

Minute book. 
1 volume 
 

22 Feb 1965-
30 Oct 1979 

BA-G/3/A/1/2 
2011/24 

Book of rough minutes and notes. 
Probably belonged to Catherine Eales. 
1 volume 
 

16 Feb 1989-
20 Feb 1991 

BA-G/3/A/1/3 
2011/24 

Book of rough minutes and notes. 
Notes taken during Mothers' Union Committee meetings, Annual General 
Meetings, and Deanery Committee meetings.  Also notes about prayer 
meetings and notes about planning a meeting to share experience of 
Christian life.  Enclosed, Branch Leader's report, 1992; agenda for an 
AGM, c. 1993; agenda for a Committee meeting, 4 February 1993.  
Probably belonged to Catherine Eales. 
1 volume 
 

[1992-1993] 

BA-G/3/A/2 Other minutes and reports 
9 documents 
 

 

BA-G/3/A/2/1 
1998/1/19/7 

Minutes, possibly of a Mothers' Union diocesan meeting. 
Mentions the Invalid Members' Prayer Circle, the TV monitoring group, a 
forthcoming service for young wives on 8 May 1964, and the new 
syllabus, 'A Faith to Live By'. 
1 document 
 

c.1964 

BA-G/3/A/2/2 
2011/24 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting. 
1 document 
 

20 Feb 1992 

BA-G/3/A/2/3 
2011/24 

Minutes of a Committee meeting. 
1 document 
 

10 Dec 1992 

BA-G/3/A/2/4 
2011/24 

Reports. 
Secretary's Report, 18 February 1993; balance sheet for year ending 17 
February 1993; paper about the Mother's Union Wave of Prayer, 1-5 
February 1993. 
3 documents 
 

Feb 1993 

BA-G/3/A/2/5 Reports. 1999 
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2011/24 Branch leader's report by Isabel Hopegood, 18 February 1999, probably 
given to the Annual General Meeting; flyer advertising the Mothers' 
Union Media Department, nd; list of Mothers' Union monthly evening 
group activities, nd. 
3 documents 
 

BA-G/3/B Financial records 
5 items 
 

 

BA-G/3/B/1 Petty cash books 
2 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/B/1/1 
2011/24 

Petty cash book. 
Blue hardbound notebook recording receipts and payments. 
1 volume 
 

1966-1980 

BA-G/3/B/1/2 
2011/24 

Petty cash book. 
Small notebook recording subscription payments, contributions to the 
banner fund, payments for Christmas cards. 
1 volume 
 

1980-1986 

BA-G/3/C Programmes 
3 items 
 

 

BA-G/3/C/1 
2011/24 

Mothers' Union Centenary Programme. 
For the Bath Abbey branch. 
1 document 
 

1976 

BA-G/3/C/2 
2011/24 

Programme. 
1 document 
 

1982 

BA-G/3/C/3 
2011/24 

Programme. 
1 document 
 

1991 

BA-G/3/D Officers' and members' papers 
1 volume 
 

 

BA-G/3/D/1 Papers of Catherine Eales 
Catherine Eales was Secretary and Branch Leader of the Mothers' Union 
in the 1990s. 
2 files 
 

 

BA-G/3/D/1/1 
2011/24 

Diary. 
Diary, probably belonging to Catherine Eales, recording dates of Mothers' 
Union events, sometimes with a brief comment. 
1 volume 
 

1990 

BA-G/3/D/1/2 
2011/24 

Correspondence. 
Letters to and from Catherine Eales concerning the Zambia link, speakers 
at Mothers' Union events, with letters of thanks from members and 
former members. 

1990s 
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1 file 
 

BA-G/3/D/2 Papers of Mabel Evenden 
1 volume 
 

 

BA-G/3/D/2/1 
2011/24 

History of the Bath Abbey Mothers' Union. 
Blue hardback notebook containing a history of the Mothers' Union by 
Mabel Evenden, a founder member, covering the years 1943-1972. 
1 volume 
 

c.1972 

BA-G/3/E Membership 
3 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/E/1 Registers of members 
3 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/E/1/1 
2011/24 

Register. 
Printed book supplied by the national Mothers' Union.  List of members' 
names and addresses.  Attendance register, completed for years 1973-
1980.  List of deceased or resigned members.  List of speakers. 
1 volume 
 

1973-1980 

BA-G/3/E/1/2 
2011/24 

Register. 
Notebook containing a list of members' names and addresses. 
1 volume 
 

nd [c.1980] 

BA-G/3/E/1/3 
2011/24 

Register. 
Blue hardbound volume containing membership registers and other 
notes explaining how meetings are usually organised, and about the 
duties of the officers (Secretary, Treasurer etc.)  Lists of Committee 
members, 1993, and of members who have completed 40 years' 
membership, 1992. 
1 volume 
 

1992-1993 

BA-G/3/F Orders of Service 
2 files 
 

 

BA-G/3/F/1 
2011/24 

Orders of Service: funerals. 
1 file 
 

1990s-2000s 

BA-G/3/F/2 
2011/24 

Orders of Service. 
1 file 
 

1990s-2000s 

BA-G/3/G Publications and press cuttings 
2 bundles 
 

 

BA-G/3/G/1 Publications: Bath Abbey and diocese 
1 bundle 
 

 

BA-G/3/G/1/1 
2011/24 

Bundle of publications. 
1 bundle 

[1990s-2000s] 
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BA-G/3/G/2 Publications: national Mothers' Union 
1 bundle 
 

 

BA-G/3/G/2/1 
2011/24 

Bundle of publications. 
1 bundle 
 

[1920s-2000s] 

BA-G/3/G/3 Press cuttings 
2 items 
 

 

BA-G/3/G/3/1 
2011/24 

Article reporting the death of Fenton Morley. 
1 document 
 

12 Jul 1995 

BA-G/3/G/3/2 
2011/24 

Article about the Mothers' Union 'Journey of Hope Capsule'. 
Article from 'The Grapevine'.  The capsule contained a message from The 
Queen and a summary of the aims of the Mothers' Union.  It was 
transported, using as many forms of transport as possible, through every 
diocese. 
1 document 
 

Sep 2001 

BA-G/3/H Objects 
6 items 
 

 

BA-G/3/H/1 
2011/24 

Four pieces of blue silk. 
These may be veils worn by Mothers' Union members during services. 
4 items 
 

nd 

BA-G/3/H/2 
2011/24 

Bath Abbey Mothers' Union banner. 
1 item 
 

1940s 

BA-G/3/H/3 
2011/24 

Note recording that the MU banner was made by Constance Baker. 
Note made by Catherine Eales: 'BATH ABBEY MOTHERS' UNION.  Banner 
made by Constance Baker, Mothering Sunday 1981'. 
1 document 
 

nd [late 20th 
cent.] 

BA-G/3/J Photographs 
5 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/J/1 Photograph albums 
5 volumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/J/1/1 
2011/24 

Photograph album. 
Colour photographs of Mothers' Union events including a presentation to 
Geoffrey Lester, Rector, on his retirement, 1988, and visits to Bristol and 
Glastonbury. 
1 volume 
 

1987-1989 

BA-G/3/J/1/2 
2011/24 

Photograph album. 
Colour photographs of visits to Bristol, and of the cake made for the 
Mothers' Union's 50th birthday celebrations. 
1 volume 

1988-Mar 
1993 
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BA-G/3/J/1/3 
2011/24 

Photograph album. 
Photographs of the Mothers' Union 50th anniversary lunch, including 
Dean Fenton Morley, the first male member of the Mothers' Union. 
1 volume 
 

Mar 1993-Dec 
1995 

BA-G/3/J/1/4 
2011/24 

Photograph album. 
Colour photographs of Mothers' Union outings and events including a 
reception in the Mayor's Parlour, the Guildhall, Bath and photographs of 
Lily Dale, Brenda Goldie, Ivor Hill, and Audrey Maunder. 
1 volume 
 

1996-1999 

BA-G/3/J/1/5 
2011/24 

Photograph album. 
Colour photographs of Mothers' Union events, including Audrey Bishop, 
Treasurer, Constance Barker, who made the Mothers' Union banner; 
photographs of Richard Askew's retirement party, of the bookshop, and 
of banners belonging to other Mothers' Unions. 
1 volume 
 

1999-2000 

BA-G/3/Y Young Wives' Group 
414 itemsfilevolumes 
 

 

BA-G/3/Y/1 
2004/9 

Membership register. 
Printed book supplied by the national Mothers' Union.  Alphabetical list 
of members.  Attendance register, completed for years 1961-1966.  List 
of speakers and of possible subjects of talks, 1966. 
1 volume 
 

1961-1966 

BA-G/3/Y/2 
2004/9 

Membership register. 
Printed book supplied by the national Mothers' Union.  Record of 
speakers, listing date, speaker's name, and subject, October 1967-
November 1969. 
1 volume 
 

1967-1969 

BA-G/3/Y/3 
2004/09 

Programme of events 
Printed cards listing the programme of events and officers for years 
1958/9-1968/9. 
1 file 
 

1958-1969 

BA-G/3/Y/4 
2011/24 

Programme for a Young Wives' Group rally. 
1 document 
 

14 Oct 1959 

BA-G/3/Y/5 
2011/24 

Booklet, 'Notes for Group Leaders'. 
Small booklet listing officers' addresses, and giving advice about 
publications and finding speakers. 
1 document 
 

nd [1950s-
1960s] 

BA-G/3/Y/6 
2004/09 

Booklet, 'Notes for Group Leaders'. 
Small booklet listing officers' addresses, and giving advice about 
publications and finding speakers. 
1 document 

nd [1950s-
1960s] 
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BA-G/3/Y/7 
2011/24 

Printed postcard headed 'Bath Abbey Young Wives' Group'. 
1 document 
 

nd [1950s-
1960s] 

BA-G/4 BATH ABBEY MEN'S CLUB 
The Bath Abbey Men’s Club was established in 1902.  Its only surviving 
records are its second minute book, which contains minutes of its 
Management Committee and Annual General Meetings; and a cash book 
dating from December 1902-February 1903.  Articles about its meetings 
can be found in the Bath Chronicle.  In 1904, its management committee 
comprised the Reverend Shadwell Keen in the chair, the Reverend FJR 
Wingfield, and 9 committee members.  In 1906, the Club had 50 
members. 
The Club met at Abbey Church House; the minutes suggest that it had its 
own room and billiard table.  Its activities included bagatelle, billiards, 
and draughts tournaments; a ‘Smoking Concert’; an annual outing; a 
Bible class; and lectures.  A Poor Fund is also mentioned.  In 1907, 
subscriptions were 1s 6d per quarter from 1 October-31 March and 1s for 
6 months from 1 April-30 September.  Annual Reports for years 1906-
1908 are enclosed. 
The Club was suspended during the First World War; its last meeting 
before the War took place on 1 October 1913 and it did not meet again 
until 14 October 1919.  Minutes of this meeting record, poignantly, that 
‘membership has been reduced to only a few’. 
After the First World War, the Club was re-established and new rules 
were drawn up.  Members had to be 17 or over; must attend the Bible 
class or have attended the previous members’ club; be members of the 
Abbey branch of CEMS or be regular members of the Abbey 
Congregation.  Membership fees were 1/- quarterly, plus an entrance fee 
of 1/-.  Efforts to revive the Club concentrated on recovering the funds of 
the old Club; raising money for the refurbishment of the Club room and 
billiard table; organising a smoking concert, and attracting more 
members.  By the early 1920s, the Club seems to have been thriving and 
its pre-War programme of events (billiards, a smoking concert, and 
lectures) was re-established.  A cricket section was formed in 1923; the 
minutes comment that its 1925 season was ‘very successful’.  However, 
in 1926, the two final entries in the minute book record that membership 
was ‘very depleted’ and that the cricket section was suspended ‘because 
of a dearth of new members’ and 'the position of Finance’. 
2 volumes 
 

1902-1926 

BA-G/4/1 
1998/1/21/3 

Minute book: Committee Meetings and Annual General Meetings. 
Inscribed on the first page, ‘Bath Abbey Men’s Club Minute Book (No. 2).  
GB Bellamy Hon. Sec. Dec. 20th 1904’.  Begins with the 25th meeting of 
the Committee on 11 November 1904, followed by the minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting on 2 December 1904. 
Enclosures: 
With minutes of 5 October 1905: letter to SA Boyd from James Colman 
Ltd, 25 January 1921, submitting an estimate of £29-10-0 for repairs to 
the billiard table; and letter (with decorative letterhead) from Burroughs 
and Watts to the Secretary of the Bath Abbey Men’s Club, 2 December 

11 Nov 1904 - 
21 Sep 1926 
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1921, hoping that the Club will employ them to repair its billiard table. 
With minutes of 4 October 1906: ‘Bath Abbey Men’s Club.  Report for 
year ending September, 1906’. 
With minutes of 28 January 1908: Annual Report, 1907. 
With minutes of 6 November 1908: Annual Report for year 1907-1908. 
With minutes of 1 October 1913: Letter to the Chairman and Committee 
of the Club from AJ Hurle, resigning his office as Treasurer of the Club, 5 
January 1915; and ‘Suggested List of Club Rules’, nd, in the same hand as 
the minutes of the Club’s first post-World War I meeting in 1919. 
With minutes of 4 November 1919, estimate for redecorating the billiard 
room, 3 November 1919. 
With minutes of 10 October 1921, letter from Burroughs and Watts, 5 
December 1921, re repair of the billiard table. 
With minutes of 8 October 1924: Agenda for Meeting, 21 September 
1926. 
With minutes of 8 December 1924: note of a resolution concerning the 
cricket club. 
1 volume 
 

BA-G/4/2 
1998/1/7/3 

Cash book. 
Accounts of the Bath Abbey Men's Club, recording income and 
expenditure. There are no accounts for years 1916-1919. 
Enclosed with the minutes of 1928, letter from W Dyer to Mr Bray, 25 
February 1928: 'Please find enclosed money £2.4.4 receipts from 
Billiards...' 
[Too Fragile for Use.] 
1 volume 
 

1902-1928 

BA-G/5 BATH ABBEY YOUTH GROUP/YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
The only surviving records of the Abbey Youth Fellowship are some black 
and white photographs, dating from the 1930s-1950s and four sports 
certificates awarded to members of the group.  From these, it seems that 
the Revd Leslie Whiteside led the group, and its activities included 
camping trips, a scout group, and sports. 
1 box 
 

1939-1950s 

BA-G/5/1 
2011/25 

Framed photograph of the Bath Abbey Youth Group. 
Framed and mounted black and white photograph of Bath Abbey Youth 
Group.  Labelled on the back: 'Bath Abbey Youth Group Picnic (River 
Avon) Summer 1939.  Revd. Leslie Whiteside, Curate (4 from R, back row) 
E.P. LANNING'. 
1 item 
 

Summer 1939 

BA-G/5/2 
2002/5 

Photo album: Bath Abbey Youth Group. 
Black and white photographs of a Bath Abbey Youth Fellowship Summer 
Camp at East Quantoxhead, Somerset, 20-27 July 1946.  There is a typed 
list of brief descriptions on the inside front cover. 
1 album, 12 photographs. 
1 volume 
 

Jul 1946 

BA-G/5/3 Photograph of the Bath Abbey Youth Fellowship. c.1950 
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1999/6/93 Black and white photograph of the Bath Abbey Youth Fellowship.  
Labelled on the back 'Bath Abbey Youth Fellowship Camp circa 1950'.  
About 20 members of the group, pictured with a silver trophy and a 
presentation shield. 
1 item 
 

BA-G/5/4 
1999/6 

Photograph of the Bath Abbey Youth Fellowship at a campsite. 
Black and white photograph of a group of young people at a youth 
fellowship campsite, pictured washing dishes after a group meal.  
Labelled on the back 'Abbey Youth Fellowship Camp'. 
1 item 
 

nd [1950s?] 

BA-G/5/5 
1999/6 

Photograph of a scout group, with the Rev Leslie Whiteside. 
Black and white photograph of the Revd Leslie Whiteside with a group of 
eight boys in scout uniform, pictured in the countryside. Labelled on the 
back 'Centre. The Revd L.W.H. Whiteside Curate of Bath Abbey' and in a 
different hand, 'EP Lanning?' 
1 item 
 

nd [1950s?] 

BA-G/5/6 
1998/1/27/37 

Sports certificates. 
Sports certificates awarded to members of the Abbey Youth Fellowship:  
To J Stokes, 1st place in the Intermediate Girls' 80 yards Event, City of 
Bath Service of Youth, Youth Athletic Sports, 1952; to D Swift, First place 
in the Senior Boys Discus event, City of Bath Service of Youth Athletics 
Meeting, 23 June 1951, held at the Bathampton Playing Field; to L 
Roberts, Second Place, as above; to M Rawlings, Second Place in the 50 
yds Breaststroke, 14-15 yrs event, City of Bath Service of Youth 
Swimming Meeting, held at the Beau Street Baths, Thursday 12 July 1951; 
C Stewart, 1st place in the Junior Girls' 100 yards, held at Bathampton 
Playing Field, 23 June 1951. 
5 items 
 

1951-1952 

BA-G/6 BATH ABBEY DISCUSSION GROUP 
The Bath Abbey Discussion Group began meeting in the 1970s.  One of its 
members describes the beginnings of the group: 'The Reverend Eric 
Normington, who was a curate in the Abbey, began a Sunday evening 
group for teenagers, 'Sunday Night at Eight'.  This proved to be a great 
success and it was thought to be a good idea if the parents of the boys 
and girls could meet in a similar way on a Monday evening.  Originally we 
read and discussed a book. The teenagers' group eventually petered out 
as they left for University and the Normingtons moved on.  The Grown-
Ups however continued to meet and have done so ever since.We are 
small in number as we have always remained a House Group so our 
numbers are limited.  Over such a long time the membership has 
changed although some of us are still 'originals'. We always begin our 
Winter Programme with a Holy Communion Service held in the home of 
one of the members.  I have been asked to invite you to be our 
Celebrant.'  Mary Fellows, in a letter written to the Rector (Simon Oberst) 
on 12 September 2001. 
1 file 
 

1974-2004 



BATH ABBEY ARCHIVES 

19 

 

BA-G/6/1 
2005/4 

File of programmes for meetings of the Bath Abbey Discussion Group. 
Programmes for the Bath Abbey Discussion Group, listing date, venue, 
speaker's name, and the subjects of their talks. 
1 file 
 

1974-2004 

BA-G/7 
2011/42 

BATH ABBEY GUILD 
The Bath Abbey Guild was founded in 1959 by Reverend David Chater, 
curate of the Abbey, and aimed to serve the needs of young married 
couples in the congregation.  Initially, it was known as the under 40s club; 
later, its membership was extended to include all adult members of the 
congregation and its name was changed to the Abbey Guild.  The Guild 
organised a varied programme of social events including an annual 
holiday to the seaside, days out, lunches, dinners, and lectures.  It met in 
Abbey Church House.  In November 2009, because of falling membership 
numbers, rising costs of speakers, and because most Guild members 
belonged to the Friends of Bath Abbey, it was decided that the Guild be 
merged with the Friends of Bath Abbey. The Guild’s remaining funds 
were used to buy a home Holy Communion Set. 
8 files 
 

1992-2009 

BA-G/7/A Minutes of the Abbey Guild Committee 
2 files 
 

 

BA-G/7/A/1 
2011/42 

Minute book. 
1 volume 
 

11 Nov 1995-
27 Nov 2002 

BA-G/7/A/2 
2011/42 

File of minutes. 
Includes a short talk by Mary Fellows about the history of the Guild, given 
at its final meeting. 
1 file 
 

6 Nov 2006-18 
Nov 2009 

BA-G/7/B Financial records 
4 files 
 

 

BA-G/7/B/1 
2011/42 

Annual accounts and cheque books. 
Guild Annual Accounts for the years 1992/3-2008/9.  Four cheque 
books/paying in books.  Envelope containing receipts for Guild purchases. 
1 bundle 
 

1992-2009 

BA-G/7/B/2 
2011/42 

Ledger. 
Records income and expenditure. 
1 volume 
 

Sep 1996-Nov 
2009 

BA-G/7/B/3 
2011/42 

Building society statements; cheque books. 
Building society statements, 1995-2003; withdrawal slips, receipts for 
deposits, paying in books, and cheque books, 2002-2003. 
1 bundle 
 

1995-2003 

BA-G/7/B/4 
2011/42 

Bank statements. 
1 file 
 

2003-2009 
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BA-G/7/C Membership lists 
1 file 
 

 

BA-G/7/C/1 
2011/42 

List of members. 
1 file 
 

2004-2008 

BA-G/7/D Publicity 
1 bundle 
 

 

BA-G/7/D/1 
2011/42 

File of programmes, leaflets, and letters. 
Programmes of events: 2003/04, 2004/05, 2005/06, 2007/08, 2008/09.  
A5 leaflet publicising the Guild (2 copies), nd; circular letter from John 
Morris, Chairman of the Guild, to members explaining why the Guild is to 
be merged with the Friends of Bath Abbey, with a note giving information 
about the final AGM, Thanksgiving Service, and Christmas concert, 
October-November 2009. 
1 file 
 

2003-2009 

BA-G/8 BATH ABBEY BACKUP SCHEME (Bath Abbey Children and Kids and 
Upholding Parents) 
The Backup Scheme (Bath Abbey Children and Kids and Upholding 
Parents) provided a drop-in centre for families with children under 5, 
with optional workshops for adults including arts and crafts, computer 
skills, swapping recipes, drugs awareness, and parenting skills.  It was set 
up in late 1999. 
2 files 
 

1999-2000 

BA-G/8/1 
2002/50 

Leaflets, correspondence, and minutes. 
Backup information leaflet entitled 'Information for Organisations and 
Professionals', nd; photocopy letter from Richard Askew, Rector, Bath 
Abbey, to the Chief Executive of the Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial 
Fund concerning a funding application, 9 March 2000; memo to Backup 
helpers from Pat Dawson concerning the rota, transport, and 
refreshments, 9 May 2000; Backup information leaflet, 'Information for 
Parents and Carers', nd; minutes of the PCC Outreach Committee, City 
Sub-Committee, 26 January 1999, including discussions about setting up 
the scheme, which was originally called PACT and was modelled on a 
scheme pioneered in Oxford. 
1 file 
 

1999-2000 

BA-G/8/2 
2014/65 

Correspondence, leaflets, and reports. 
Include a brief history of BACKUP and short memos discussing its future, 
December 2000. 
1 file 
 

1999-2000 

BA-G/9 BATH ABBEY BRAUNSCHWEIG EXCHANGE 
Edward Mason, Rector of Bath Abbey, with other clergy from Bath 
churches, visited Braunschweig in 2004 to take part in the ceremonies 
commemorating the 60th anniversary of the bombing of Braunschweig in 
October 1944. Another exchange visit took place in 2012. 
3 files 

2004-2013 
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BA-G/9/1 
2014/47 

German newspaper articles about the Braunschweig exchange. 
File of articles about the Braunschweig exchange, taken from local 
newspapers.  Includes photographs of the Bath Abbey children's choir 
and of Domprediger Joachim Hempel, with Edward Mason, preaching in 
Bath Abbey. 
1 file 
 

2012-2013 

BA-G/9/2 
2005/36 

Papers relating to Bath Abbey's exchange visit to Braunschweig. 
Programme for the visit; programme for a Service of Remembrance at 
the Cathedral; tourist guide to the Cathedral; Edward Mason's sermon, 
given at the service on the Day of Remembrance; welcome speeches by 
the Mayor and by the Deputy Mayor of Braunschweig; lecture by Dr Gerd 
Biegel, about the history of the bombing of Braunschweig; speech given 
by Pat Panton at the presentation of the Peace Column; programme for 
the Britten War Requiem, signed by the Director of Music; issue of the 
local newspaper 'Braunschweiger Zeitung' which includes photographs of 
some of the delegation from Bath, with a magazine illustrated with many 
photographs. 
1 file 
 

Oct 2004 

BA-G/9/3 
none 

Facsimile of two pages from 'The Book of Henry the Lion'. 
Facsimile presentation edition of two pages reproduced from a book of 
the Four Gospels made for Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria in 
1173. 
Page 104 verso gives the text of Mark 14: 69-15:7 (Peter's denial of Christ 
and the delivery of Christ up to Pilate); Page 171 recto, illuminated image 
depicting in the upper half of the page, Christ, angels, and saints, and in 
the lower half, the Coronation of Henry the Lion and his wife, Matilda. 
In a presentation folder bound in blue cloth, with a gold inscription, 
'EVANGELIAR HEINRICH DES LOWEN' and a stamp depicting a ship. 
Explanatory notes in German, with an English translation. 
Given to Bath Abbey by the town of Braunschweig. 
2 items 
 

[1173] 

BA-G/10 
2011/31 

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY: BATH ABBEY BRANCH 
1 volume  
 

1913-1941 

BA-G/10/1 
2011/31 

Minute book. 
A single volume of minutes of the Church Missionary Society (CMS), Bath 
Abbey branch, and copies of the branch secretary's outgoing 
correspondence. 
At the front of the volume: minutes of committee meetings, chaired by 
the Revd SA Boyd, organizing a sale of work held to raise money for the 
CMS, 1 December 1913-13 March 1941.  Flyers advertising the sale of 
work are pasted into the volume. There are also tables of money 
collected and spent. 
At the back of the volume there are copies of the Secretary's outgoing 
correspondence, 1914-1921; and lists of stallholders' names and 
addresses for years 1922, 1927, and 1935.  George Strange is the 
Secretary during the years 1914-1920, followed by Leonard Miller from 

1913-1941 



BATH ABBEY ARCHIVES 

22 

 

1921. 
1 volume 
 

AR 
August 2017 


